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“The year of 2008 will be a year of reconstruction for Iraq” 
-- Prime Minister Nuri Al-Maliki

“Iraq was  the  fi rst  country  to  introduce  laws  to  the 
world and now it is important to bring back the rule of 
law  to  Iraq,”  said  Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri  al-Maliki 
at  the  Sept.  10  opening  of  the  Rusafa  Justice  Palace, 
an $11.3 million U.S. Army Corps of Engineers new-
construction project, in Baghdad.

Iraqi Chief Justice Medhat al-Mahmoud referred to the 
importance of the Justice Palace in establishing the rule 
of  law in Iraq. Mahmoud gave thanks to the Coalition 
forces and a special recognition to the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers for the workmanship and diligence.
Built  by  local  Iraqi  construction  companies,  the 

compound consists of a courthouse, a witness security 
facility  and  16  additional  structures  for  security, 
maintenance and concessions.
Courtrooms,  offi ces  and  conference  rooms  for  the 

High Judicial Council of Iraq are located in the two-story 
10,200  square-meter  courthouse.  Secure,  apartment-
style  living  quarters  for  approximately  150 witnesses, 
and offi ces  for  the  judges and other  legal advisers are 
located  in  the  4,000  square-meter  Witness  Security 

Facility. The  two  buildings  are  joined  by  an  enclosed 
corridor  that  allows  witnesses  and  court  offi cials  to 
move between the facilities without exposure to danger. 
This structure is based on a generic courthouse design 
which serves as the model for all other new courthouse 
construction throughout Iraq.
The compound also includes closed circuit television, 

security cameras and an outer force protection wall with 
an  entry  control  point  and  secure  parking. Additional 
security measures include walk-through metal detectors, 
ion detectors and X-ray machines.
Construction  began  Nov.  10,  2006,  and  the  Justice 

Palace was  completed Aug.  19,  2008.  “This  is  rightly 
called  the  Palace  of  Justice,”  said  U.S.  Ambassador 
Ryan Crocker. “It was built by Iraqis for Iraqis. But as 
great as this building is, what it will be used for is even 
greater. Because it is in this palace that the common man 
will receive justice,” he said. Crocker went on to thank 
all involved in the heroic efforts to bring justice to Iraq.
The  reconstruction  of  Iraq  is  about  reconstructing 

justice  as  well.  Rusafa  is  one  of  two  major  USACE 
projects for the reconstruction of the “rule of law” in Iraq. 
The other is the $21.5 million Anbar Judicial Complex in 
Ramadi, now under renovation and construction. Phase 
1 will be fi nished by the end of October. Phase 2 will be 
complete by June 30, 2009.          (See story Page 4)

New courthouse opens in Baghdad

Attendees of the opening ceremony gather outside the 
Rusafa Justice Palace, Sept. 10.

Ceremonial Guards post at the entrance to the Rusafa 
Justice Palace prior to an opening ceremony Sept. 10.

State-of-the-art facility creates a 
safer environment to serve justice
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Al-Kut’s  downtown  will  soon  feature  two  new 
complexes for fresh meat and fi sh sales. A $2.7 million 
1,500  square-meter  fi sh market will  include  space  for 
24 fi sh shops with cold storage, a cafeteria, coffee shop, 
central courtyard, exterior sidewalks and a parking lot.
A  $2.4  million  2,000  square-meter  meat  market  is 

under  construction  nearby  that  will  house  25  butcher 
shops with cold storage, coffee shops, a central courtyard 
with two fountains, sidewalks and a parking lot.
“Those two new facilities will provide a real boost to 

al-Kut’s  economy,”  said  Iraqi  engineer Hussein Sabry 
with  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers.  “They  will 
employ 300 people and most importantly, with the cold 
storage capability, residents will know they are getting a 
quality product.”
Sabry is a lifelong resident of Wasit and very proud to 

be part of the effort to help the city move forward. “The 
markets  are  both  part  of  an  urban  planning  initiative 
developed  by  the  Wasit  Provincial 
Council,  the  al-Kut 
Municipality 
O f f i c e 

Director  General,  and  coordinated  with  the  Wasit 
Provincial Reconstruction Team,” he said.
Construction  on  both  projects  is  scheduled  to  be 

completed next spring.
More than 638 projects, including roads, schools, water 

treatment facilities and primary healthcare clinics, have 
been completed in Babil, Karbala, Wasit, Qadisiyah, and 
Najaf Provinces over the past year, valued collectively 
at about $700 million.

Meat Market: The 2,000 square-me-
ter meat market will include 25 butch-

er shops with cold storage, coffee shops, 
a central courtyard with two fountains, and 

a parking lot. Both projects will boost the city’s 
economy creating 300 jobs.

Construction is getting under way to build a $2.7 million 
fi sh market and a $2.4 million meat market in al-Kut, Wa-
sit Province.

Scheduled to be completed next 
spring, these markets will provide 
a boost to Al-Kut’s economy

Al-Kut’s business area to get modern 
fi sh, meat market
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Iraqi National Police graduate Carabinieri training
Members of the Iraqi National Po-

lice graduated from the specialized 
Carabinieri training, led by the Ital-
ian Police, Aug. 28, at Camp Dub-
lin in Baghdad. Graduates marched 
before a stand filled with dignitaries 
in the late morning heat and dem-
onstrated skills they learned in the 
eight-week course.
More than 400 Iraqi National Po-

lice completed this session of Cara-
binieri training, bringing the total 
Iraqi National Police graduates of 
the course to 2,013 since Novem-
ber when the courses started here. 

The Ministry of the Interior plans 
to increase the size of the course to 
900 students per class by November 
2008.
“We of the National Police feel 

proud and strong from the support 
we have been given,” said Lt. Gen. 
Hussein al-Awadi, Iraqi National 
Police commander. “We have grown 
by forming a bridge of security in 
every province.”
Graduates demonstrated skills in 

crowd control, traffic stops, VIP pro-
tection and hostage rescue before the 
audience of dignitaries, trainers and 
course administrators. The training 
is part of Iraqi Minister of Interior, 

Jawad al Bulani, and Iraqi Police Lt. 
Gen. Hussein al-Awadi’s program 
of continuous improvement of the 
National Police. The training also 
aims to the make the National Police 
a better skilled, better led and more 
responsive caring force. 
“This is not an ethnic force, reli-

gious force or sectarian force. This 
is a security force made up of Iraqis 
for all Iraqis,” said U.S. Army Lt. 
Gen. Frank Helmick
The ceremony concluded with 

dignitaries honoring fallen members 
of the Iraqi National Police by plac-
ing flowers at a memorial dedicated 
to officers killed in the line of duty. 

Iraqi National Police march in a graduation ceremony Aug. 28, after com-
pleting an eight-week course of specialized police training led by the Italian 
Carabinieri.

The Iraqi National Police demonstrate 
a hostage rescue technique at the 
graduation ceremony for students 
who completed specialized police 
training led by the Italian Carabinieri 
Aug. 28.

An Iraqi Assistance Center opened Sept. 2 in 
Baghdad’s Sadr City district. The center is where Iraqi 
citizens go to file damage and condolence claims for 
losses suffered due to combat between Coalition forces 
and Special Groups elements in the district.
U.S. Army Soldiers trained the   IAC team on 

operations for four months in the new complex before 
the facility opened.

“The people, when they went to the Americans, felt 
kind of afraid, intimidated,” said Muhanned Abdul 
Ridha, a lawyer who manages the IAC. “When they go 
to Iraqis, Iraqi to Iraqi, they are not afraid because they 
are from his culture.”
This new location, Muhanned believes, will help 

more residents of Sadr City to feel more willing to make 
a claim.
The IAC started taking claims April 24 and finished 

taking claims Aug. 31. In that time, the IAC processed 
more than 1,500 claims for the residents of Sadr City.

Assistance center moves to 
facility in heart of Sadr City
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The $21.5 million renovation 
and new construction at the Anbar 
Judicial Complex in the provincial 
capital of Ramadi is underway on 
the site of former palaces used by the 
Saddam Hussein family.
Courtrooms and judges’ chambers 

will be located in palace buildings 
used by Saddam and his sons at the 
so-called “Hurricane Point” on the 
Euphrates River.
“Construction of the Anbar Judicial Complex will 

create a point of strength for security and law in Iraq. It 
is a profound moment to contemplate the changes in this 
province over the past year that makes this construction 
possible. I’m grateful we are a small part of this historic 
event. It feels good to be an engineer, building this 

country back,” said Cmdr. Edward Danek, Officer 
in Charge of U.S. Army Corps of Engineer’s Ramadi 
Resident Office.
The Phase 1 renovation will transform two former 

palaces to individual 1,000 square-meter courthouses 
by the end of October 2008. Each building will contain 
a central courtroom, investigation offices, bathrooms 
and judges’ chambers. A smaller 500 square-meter 
courthouse will be used as a juvenile courtroom facility. 
Included in the renovation are a pre-trial detention 
building, two 440 square-meter buildings for offices and 
training and a cafeteria.
Phase 2 is new construction to add to the complex’s 

security, capabilities and suitability as a judicial center. 
Phase 2 is scheduled to be completed by June 2009. 
Housing for the justices as well as barracks for the junior 
and senior security guards will enable them to live in a 
secure environment. Also, plans call for building student 
billeting and classrooms to incorporate training for 
court reporting and paralegal workers. Training units for 
the guards and housing for the detainees will provide 
additional support structures.
Life support systems, including an electrical generator 

facility, a water treatment plant, a sewage treatment 
plant plus facilities for refrigeration, laundry, a supply 
warehouse and equipment storage will be built.
“We’re making great strides in the right direction to get 

this completed for the people of Anbar Province,” said 
ALMCO contract project manager, Andy Schmeider. 
“We know it is important to both continued security and 
the judicial process to have proper facilities.”

Justice is 
returning to 
Hurricane 
Point

Sandblasting has restored the exterior of Courthouse 1 and the connecting 
colonnade to Courthouse 2 on the Anbar Judicial Complex in Ramadi.

Workers hand-finish the restoration of the columns of 
Courthouse 1 at the Anbar Judicial Complex in Ramadi.


