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						Iraqis eager for responsibility, U.S. Ambassador says
									


			
			
					Tuesday, 31 October 2006				
	
				 

WASHINGTON — Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki is eager to take more responsibility for his country’s security, U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad, said today.   Currently, two Iraqi Army divisions are completely under Iraqi control, though Iraq controls its police forces.
 
  “He wants to have appropriate capability and command and control of forces,” Khalilzad told Wolf Blitzer, host of CNN’s “Late Edition.” “We welcome his desire to have more forces, to have more capable and credible forces, and for him to have command and control of Iraqi Forces that are currently under coalition control.” 
 
  A plan already existed to transfer command and control, how to increase Iraqi Forces’ capabilities and for the Iraqi Government to assume responsibility for its country’s security over time, Khalilzad said. Maliki and President Bush yesterday created a U.S. and Iraqi committee to address how that goal can be achieved on an accelerated schedule. 
 
  “We are looking at how to expedite that, given the prime minister’s desire for this to happen as quickly as possible, a development that we welcome and we embrace,” Khalilzad said. 
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					Feature Stories				

								
					
						4th Iraqi Army accomplishing goals
									


			
			
				TIKRIT — On the historic green banks of the Tigris River near Saddam Hussein’s birthplace stands the palace the 4th Iraqi Army Division Headquarters calls home.
 
  It is arguably the smallest of the palaces built under the Saddam regime, but it is still an impressive structure. They call it...			


		
		 
		
						
					
						Engineer works with Iraqis, produces results
									


			
			
				THI QAR — For her colleagues, it is difficult to imagine a day at work without Margaret Williams, project engineer with the Thi Qar Residence Office of the Gulf Region South District.
     Williams has proven the only thing that outshines her kindness is her dedication to helping the Iraqi people.
 			


		
		 
		
						
					
						Iraqi Forces disrupt kidnapping cell
									


			
			
				WASHINGTON — Iraqi police forces captured members of a murder and kidnapping cell and the leadership of an illegal armed group in separate operations Oct. 25.     Special Iraqi Police forces conducted an early-morning raid in the Hillah area to capture members of a murder and kidnapping cell wanted by the Ministry of the Interior. Iraqi Forces and Coalition advisors, arrived at the objective and gained entry to several locations where 11 suspected members of the cell were found and detained. 
			


		
		 
		
				

													
	
								
			
				
					
						Press Releases
	
		
			FIVE TERRORISTS KILLED, ONE DETAINED IN BAGHDAD
	
	
		
			Soldier killed by small-arms fire
	
	
		
			Soldier killed by roadside bomb
	


	
			Arabic Press Releases	
			more >>


					

				

			

		

								
								
			
				
					
						International News
	Reality TV programs show a different Iraq (LAT) 

	Local Marines back from Iraq (WGAL) 

	Laura Bush: my husband never misled on Iraq (CNN) 



more >>
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      Coalition Assistance
    

  
   


  
                              
  
          
  
	
      
    

  
      
      The Cavalry has Arrived...
    

  
   


  
                              
  
          
  
	
      
    

  
      
      Another Day in Iraq
    

  
   


  
                              
  
          
  
	
      
    

  
      
      Taking a Timeout
    

  
   




		

		



				
							
								
										 This Week In Iraq:: 
		Sign up for our weekly newsletter
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					Messages For the Troops ::				
	
				

			


					
				
	Send your Message to the Troops
			


										

							

																					
								
												
					Interactive Iraq ::				
	
								
					
						Why I Serve - 1st Lt. Dawn Opland
									


			
			
				1st Lt. Dawn Opland
Accountable Officer  
322nd Maintenance Company    
Watch Video 


"My way of saying thank you for (my relatives') service" 			


		
		 
		
					


					
								
					
						Freedom Journal Iraq Episode 509
									


			
			
				• New Fuel Farm in Al Asad
• Soldiers Work Out with TAE BO Guru
Watch Video   

View past episodes 
			


		
		 
		
					


					
								
					
						Operational Briefing, Oct. 26
									


			
			
				Maj. Gen. William B. Caldwell IV
Spokesman, Multi-National Force - Iraq



View slides     

Watch Video    

Read Transcript    

View past press briefings 
			


		
		 
		
					


										

							

																					
								
												
					Freedom Facts ::				
	
				
			
				Today, the Iraqi Air Force consists of more than 800 members, and like all Iraqi forces, is being rebuilt as part of the overall program to build a new Iraqi defense force.			
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