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Paratroopers train NP mechanics
By Staff Sgt. Alex Licea
3rd BCT PAO, 82nd Abn. Div.
JOINT SECURITY STATION BE-
LADIYAT, Iraq – Maintenance superi-
ority has been a consistent standard in 
order to keep a military force operation-
al and ahead of its enemies in combat.   

This fact was stressed when 10 na-
tional police mechanics assigned to the 
8th Brigade, 2nd NP Division, partnered 
with Paratroopers assigned to Company 
F, 2nd Battalion, 505th Parachute Infan-
try Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, 
Multi-National Division – Baghdad, in a 
joint vehicle maintenance training event 
Jan. 5 at Joint Security Station Beladi-
yat. 

The effort was to familiarize NP me-
chanics of the 8th Bde., 2nd NP Div., 
with the general components and main-
tenance procedures of the M1151 up-ar-
mored humvee. The NP unit is about to 
receive its initial fielding of the vehicle.

Training events such as these allow 
Coalition Forces to pass key lessons 
learned on vehicle maintenance giving 
its Iraqi partners the advice they need to 
stay equipped and prepared to defend its 
country’s security.

“The goal of the training was to help 

improve the 8th Bde., 2nd NP Div., 
maintenance program,” said Capt. 
Jeremiah Corbin, a native of Ashta-
bula, Ohio, and commander of Co. F, 
2nd Bn., 505th PIR. “We are provid-
ing them with the basic component 
identification, characteristics, trends 
and common faults of the humvee.”

Improvised-explosives devices 
continue to be a threat in Iraq. The 
M1151 up-armored humvee is a key 
tool to counter the threat of IEDs, 
and proper maintenance can go a 
long way.

“They will be able to care for these 
vehicles in order to be effective in fu-
ture military operations,” said Chief 
Warrant Officer 3 Jason Barrett, a 
native of Flint, Mich., maintenance 
technician for Co. F, 2nd Bn., 505th 
PIR. “The NP mechanics were eager 
to learn and frequently asking ques-
tions throughout the training.” 

This is the first in a series of train-
ing sessions between the two coun-
terparts. NP mechanics will focus 
on basic troubleshooting and how to 
properly conduct maintenance on a 
humvee transmission in the weeks to 
come. 

Chief Warrant Officer 3 Jason Barrett, Com-
pany F, 2nd Battalion, 505th Parachute In-
fantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 
82nd Airborne Division, Multi-National Divi-
sion – Baghdad, explains the mechanical 
system of a M1151 up-armored humvee to 
Iraqi National Police mechanics during a ve-
hicle familiarization training event Jan. 5 at 
Joint Security Station Beladiyat. 

by Staff Sgt. James Selesnick,,3rd BCT, 82nd Abn. Div.

Iron Brigade announces $2 million for improvements to Salman Pak
By Staff Sgt. Scott Wolfe 
2nd BCT PAO, 1st Armd. Div.
BAGHDAD – Lt. Col. Michael Shrout, 
a native of Renton, Wash., and the com-
mander of Task Force 2nd Battalion, 6th 
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat 
Team, 1st Armored Division, Multi-Na-
tional Division – Baghdad, announced the 
start of Operation Iron Gator Jan. 8 with 

more than $2 million in funding for school 
refurbishments, the expansion of the Bawi 
Canal, construction of the Kanassa wind-
mills and micro-grants for small businesses 
in Salman Pak. 

The announcement was made at the 
ground breaking for the Mada’in High 
School refurbishment. The funding for 
the projects comes from the Commanders 

Emergency Relief Program and are intend-
ed to improve the infrastructure and quality 
of life in Salman Pak while building the ca-
pacity of the government agencies that op-
erate and maintain schools and other public 
facilities. 

“This is an important event,” said 
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Troopers improve joint security station
By 2nd Lt. Cait Smith 
2nd BCT 1st Inf. Div.
BAGHDAD – In recent weeks Multi-Na-
tional Division – Baghdad Soldiers at Joint 
Security Station Ghazaliya I in northwest 
Baghdad took on tasks of improving their 
station to create a more functional, tactical 
and trooper-friendly environment. 

The medics, Personal Security Detach-
ment and security platoon of Headquarters 
and Headquarters Troop, 5th Squadron, 
4th Cavalry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Com-
bat Team, 1st Infantry Division, are cur-
rently building a new entry control point, 
creating a new medical office and medical 
facility layout and entry, a new casualty 
collection point, repairing the rooms dam-
aged by fire, building a new Morale, Wel-
fare and Recreation trailer, and installing 
sniper-screen roof tops. 

Capt. Matthew Todd, commander, 
HHT, 5th Sqdn., 4th Cav. Regt., believes 
these developments are essential to the 
success of the mission in Iraq.

“These modifications will help facili-
tate our troopers in many ways. They im-
prove the security of the JSS and the mo-
rale of the Soldiers,” he said. “Improving 

a battle position consistently is a corner-
stone of base defense; one we are taking 
very seriously on Ghazaliyah I.”

The HHT medics have been hard at 
work on several improvements to their 
current medical facility by adding a new 
office area, rearranging storage and shelv-
ing for maximum utilization, and creat-
ing double swinging doors to facilitate 
the movement of personnel during a mass 
causality situation. 

A new casualty control point is being 
constructed to aid troopers in the event of an 
emergency. The new CCP is more easily ac-
cessible to vehicles as they enter so casual-
ties can be loaded in the evacuation vehicle 
with limited time loss and movement. 

“The new CCP is placed in a way to 
minimize confusion and maximize the 
use of the limited time we have available 
to us between the casualties entering the 
JSS and when we have to evacuate them 
out,” said Staff Sgt. Thomas Wisneski, 5th 
Sqdn., 4th Cav. Regt. “Each change we’ve 
made to our area has the patients’ conve-
nience and comfort in mind. Hopefully we 
won’t need to employ any of them, but we 
are fully prepared to if the need arises.”

Spc. Gregory Johnson, Headquarters 
and Headquarters Troop, 5th Squad-
ron, 4th Cavalry Regiment, 2nd Heavy 
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Di-
vision, Multi-National Division – Bagh-
dad, creates an end table for the new 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation facil-
ity at Joint Security Station Ghazaliya 
I Jan. 8. The troopers of HHT have 
been improving the quality of life at 
the JSS for the last couple of weeks.

by 2nd Lt. Cait Smith, 2nd HBCT, 1st Inf. Div.

Bountyhunters, ISF repo remnants of Sab al Bour’s violent past
By Sgt. 1st Class Brian Addis 
2nd SBCT, 25th Inf. Div.
JOINT SECURITY STATION SAB AL 
BOUR, Iraq – Members of the Iraqi Army 
and Strykehorse Soldiers cleaned up the 
streets of Sab al Bour, northwest of Bagh-
dad, during Operation Repo Man, 
Jan 1.

Soldiers from Troop B “Boun-
tyhunter,” 2nd Squadron 14th 
Cavalry Regiment “Strykehorse,” 
2nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team 
“Warrior,” 25th Infantry Division, 
Multi-National Division – Bagh-
dad and soldiers from the 2nd Bat-
talion 53rd Iraqi Army Brigade 
cleaned up abandoned cars along 
major routes in the city which were 
seen as an eyesore and a constant 
reminder of the city’s violent past 
by many local Nahia members. 

“This was an excellent idea,” 
said Sheik Jassim, a local Shia 
leader in Sab al Bour. “Those 
abandoned cars were nothing but 

a reminder of the bad times that are now 
behind us.”

By removing the abandoned cars, po-
tential threats to Iraqi Security Forces, 
U.S. forces, and the local populace were 
mitigated. The areas marketplace looked 

cleaner and more accessible.
“This operation had a huge impact on the 

city,” said Capt. Pedro Martinez, a native 
of Houston and platoon leader for Bounty-
hunter Troop. “The people saw that the ISF 
cared about cleaning up the city and at the 

same time it helped clear aban-
doned cars that could one day be 
used to plant (improvised-explo-
sive devices).”

Efforts to clean up Sab al Bour 
are ongoing and began in August 
with the formal reorganization of 
the city by the Government of Iraq. 

Months of planning went into 
the operation. Cranes and flatbed 
trucks were on hand to transport 
the vehicles out of the city.  

“This was a big step in clean-
ing up our city,” said Radhe Jaf-
far, the Sab al Bour mayor. “The 
people all agree the abandoned 
cars created the appearance of a 
city that does not care about its 
appearance.”

An Iraqi Police officer keeps an eye out while work-
ers finish preparing an abandoned bus for removal 
during Operation Repo Man in Sab al Bour, north-
west of Baghdad, Jan. 1. 

by Sgt. Robert Marin, 2nd SBCT, 25th Inf. Div.
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Improvements, From Pg 1
Shrout. “The people of Marquez 

Mada’in, Coalition Forces, the 
Sawah (Sons of Iraq), and the 
Iraqi Security Forces have accom-
plished a great deal over the past 
year. We have built up great mo-
mentum and the progress needs to 
continue.”

Without understanding between 
MND-B Soldiers and community 
leaders, improved services would 
not be possible and there would no 
progress or stability in the region, 
said Kadim Attia, chairman of the 
Marquez Mada’in Nahia Council.

“The progress in the region,” 
he said, “depends on the willing-
ness of the people and local gov-
ernment to push for (progress).”

Shrout included the school 
among the projects both underway 
and planned for in Operation Iron 
Gator. 

“This is a great day for the 
young men of the Marquez 
Mada’in,” he said. “Soon, their 

school will be refurbished by an Iraqi com-
pany, with local labor, secured by Iraqi Se-
curity Forces and the Sawah. I am pleased 

that Coalition Forces can play a part in the 
future of the Marquez Mada’in. We want to 
see you prosper.”

Progress in the area is in the 
beginning stage, said Attia. 

“Now we are able to rebuild,” 
he said. “People are going back 
to their normal lives and secu-
rity and reconciliation are taking 
place.”

Additional measures are un-
derway to progress continues.

 “We will soon begin a major 
project to expand the capacity 
of the Bawi Canal to allow for a 
greater volume of water to flow 
through the canal, benefiting the 
entire Qada. There will be addi-
tional school projects and a ma-
jor effort to work on the electri-
cal power grid,” said Shrout.

Each completed project is an-
other marked advancement for 
the people of the area.

“This is a good beginning, a 
strong beginning,” Attia said, after 
the first shovels of dirt were over-
turned and the ribbon was cut.

Lt. Col. Michael Shrout, commander of Task Force 2nd 
Battalion, 6th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat 
Team, 1st Armored Division, Multi-National Division – 
Baghdad, participates in a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
with Iraqi Army Col. Karim, 1st Brigade, 45th IA Divi-
sion; Kadim Attia, chairman of the Marquez Mada’in 
Nahia Council; and Ganam Abid, headmaster for the 
Mada’in and Jaber Bin Boy’s Secondary schools, in 
Salman Pak, southeast of Baghdad, Jan. 8. 

by Staff Sgt. Scott Wolfe, 2nd BCT PAO, 1st Armd. Div.

CERP funds project in Salman Pak to improve quality of life

BAGHDAD – Two young Iraqi boys pose with photos of 
Al Faoo Park that Col. Jared Olsen, commander of Task 
Force Gold, 926th Engineer Brigade, Multi-National Di-
vision – Baghdad, gave them during his visit through the 
park in the Sadr City district of Baghdad Jan. 7. TF Gold, 
926th Eng. Bde., the unit responsible for revamping the 
park, toured the area to check on the tremendous prog-
ress made in the area over the past several months.

by Spc. Benjamin Crane, MND-B PAO

Engineers observe improvements
BAGHDAD, Iraq – An Iraqi Police stands at-the-
ready while providing added protection to fellow 
IPs at an undisclosed vehicle checkpoint during the 
Ashura’s heightened level of security Jan. 7. Un-
til recently, U.S. Forces conducted vehicle check 
alongside the IPs.  To the keen eye, the reflection 
of military policemen from Multi-National Division – 
Baghdad’s 8th Military Police Brigade can be seen 
on vehicle’s mirror, as the MPs perform their new 
over-watch position.

by Maj. Jeff Parker, 8th MP Bde. PAO

IPs step forward 
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Friday’s word search 
challenge results

Daily Iron Games

This Week in 4th Infantry Division History

The objective of the game is to fill all the blank squares in a game with the correct numbers. 
There are three very simple constraints to follow: Every row of 9 numbers must include all 

digits 1 through 9 in any order.  Every column of 
9 numbers must include all digits 1 through 9 in 
any order. Every 3 by 3 subsection of the 9 by 9 
square must include all digits 1 through 9. 

Every Sudoku game begins with a number of 
squares already filled in, and the difficulty of each 
game is largely a function of how many squares 
are filled in. The more squares that are known, the 
easier it is to figure out which numbers go in the 
open squares. As you fill in squares correctly, op-
tions for the remaining squares are narrowed and it 
becomes easier to fill them in. 

Operation Iraqi Freedom 2003 –  Operation Ivy Blizzard continued.  1-22 Infantry conducted a raid in Tikrit capturing 13 Iraqis wanted 
for bombing and shooting at coalition forced.    The suspects had also been counterfeiting identification papers, including fake police ID 
cards.  A terrorist attack on Iraqi civilians was thwarted in Baqubah by an observant mosque official.  Another raid in Baqubah targeted 
a father and his six sons who were suspected of being involved in attacks against the coalition.  After the father and three of the sons 
were detained, a female Soldier searched a woman found with the men.  She was found to have four hand grenades hidden within her 
clothing.  Additional weapons caches were found north of Baqubah and in Taji.  

Player of the day
Today’s player of the day is Spc. Chase Collins for his out-
standing performance as a member of the Division Honor 
Guard. He has been selected to support over 20 dinners 
and ceremonies and immaculately arranged the colors 
without supervision of his leadership, as only a profession-
al Soldier would do. He is a valuable member of the MND-
B team and without a doub todays player of the day.

FORWARD OPERATING BASE LOYALTY, Iraq – 
1st Lt. Eric Donahue (left), platoon leader for Com-
pany D, 2nd Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry 
Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne 
Division, Multi-National Division– Baghdad, and his 
father Col. Scott Donahue, assigned to Multi-Nation-
al Corps– Iraq, pose together during a reunion Jan. 5 
at Forward Operating Base Loyalty. The Fort Bragg, 
N.C.-based father and son are currently deployed in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Father and son reunite in Iraq
Staff Sgt. Alex Licea, 3rd BCT PAO, 82nd Abn. Div.

by Pfc. Lyndsey Dransfield, MND-B, PAO



David Letterman’s Top Ten Least 
Popular Dr. Seuss Books
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Daily Laugh

Beetle Bailey                                             by GreG & Mort Walker

The poorest of all men is not the man without a cent but the 
man without a dream. It is important to have a dream and a 
vision. Our dream and vision of a safer Iraq where security 
increases is coming to fruition every day. Let us make our 
Soldiers rich today by reminding them of the dream and vision 
of the Iraqi people. They have a vision and desire for a secure 
country where a democratic government is the way of life.
Proverbs 29:18 “Where these is no vision, the people will 
perish.”

10. Green Eggs And E. Coli  
9. Osama’s In Pajamas  
8. How The Grinch Stole His Sports Memorabilia Back At Gunpoint  
7. One State, Two State, Red State, Blue State  
6. The Hump Known As Trump  
5. If I Ran The Knicks  
4. The Cat In The Hat That Fell In The Applebee’s Deep Fryer  
3. Oh The Places You Won’t Go Because Of Tougher Immigration Laws  
2. Horton Hears A Who Via An Illegal Government Wiretap  
1. Hop On Spitzer 

A little boy was overheard talking to himself as 
he strutted through the backyard, wearing his 
baseball cap and toting a ball and bat. 
“I’m the greatest hitter in the world,” he 
announced. 
Then, he tossed the ball into the air, swung at 
it, and missed. “Strike One!” he yelled. 
Undaunted, he picked up the ball and said again, 
“I’m the greatest hitter in the world!” He 
tossed the ball into the air. When it came down 
he swung again and missed. 
“Strike Two!” he cried. 
The boy then paused a moment to examine his 
bat and ball carefully. He spit on his hands and 
rubbed them together. He straightened his cap 
and said once more, “I’m the greatest hitter in 
the world!”. 
Again he tossed the ball up in the air and swung 
at it. He missed. 
“Strike Three!” 
“Wow!” he exclaimed. “I’m the greatest pitcher 
in the world!

The doer will do what the checker will check. And 
when the checker checks, the doing gets done! The 
doers are the Solders and the checkers are the lead-
ers. If the leaders are checking the doers are doing.



Pike Elementary kids beat the odds
The Gazette

A gambling man might have bet against them, but students 
at Pike Elementary performed so well on their state stan-
dardized tests last year that they were singled out for rec-

ognition Thursday by the Colorado Department of Education.
The Colorado Springs School District 11 school was one of two 

schools statewide to receive a Title I Distinguished School Award. 
It was honored for exceptional student performance; a Salida el-
ementary was honored for closing the achievement gap.

Title I schools receive additional federal funding because they 
have a high percentage of poor students. Pike, on North Chestnut 
Street just southwest of Fillmore Street and Interstate 25, has about 
130 students and a poverty rate of 73 percent, according to D-11.

“This award recognizes you for beating the odds,” said Edu-
cation Commissioner Dwight Jones, explaining to the youngsters 
sitting on the floor in front of him that it meant they did better than 
anyone expected.

All of its students were proficient in math under Adequate Year-
ly Progress standards, and just two failed to meet the standards 
in reading, said principal Manuel Ramsey. AYP standards include 
partially proficient, proficient and advanced ratings.

The school had to meet or exceed goals for two years to be rec-
ognized, and has even exceeded its 2011-2012 goals.

“Jones presented a banner, a crystal trophy and a $10,000 check 
for the school to spend as the principal and staff desire. He lauded 
the teachers and staff for helping the students achieve.

“It is not easy work. I get that,” he said. “But it is work worth 
doing.”  

Gospel artists in Temple on Saturday
Killeen Daily Herald

Two of contemporary gospel’s most well-known acts will 
hit the Cultural Activities Center stage in Temple for the 
second consecutive year on Saturday. 

The Mark Trammell Trio and The Perrys will reunite for sepa-
rate and dual sets. 

Tony Watson, director of Crimson River Ministries, is produc-
ing the show and has sponsored gospel performances in the area 
for the past 19 years. 

Watson said the ministry began attracting gospel groups to the 
Killeen and Temple area after a lull in those types of performances. 

“We had to drive to Fort Worth and Dallas to see gospel mu-
sicians,” Watson said. “Why can’t we have that here? This was 
the type of music my father and I loved, and I knew other people 
would as well.” 

He said gospel music was popular in Central Texas during the 
‘70s but fizzled out as groups stopped coming to the area. He said 
Crimson River Ministries has made it a point to showcase the best 
of Southern gospel music annually. The two groups have been 
friends for more than 30 years. Mark Trammell’s son is also a vo-
calist with The Perrys. 

Watson, pastor of First Baptist Church in Winona outside Tyler, 
said he anticipates tickets will sell out for Saturday’s show. 

Both groups will perform with their respective members, and 
after an intermission, they will join together on stage to perform 
“off the cuff.” 

Rescuers brave waves for peacemaker
The Honolulu Star Bulletin

Big Island peacemaker and sovereignty advocate Burt 
“Manu” Kauhi died Sunday while swimming at treacherous 
Kehena Bay south of Hilo.

Would-be rescuers spent half an hour in the water, numb with 
cold as they struggled to save his body from the sea.

Rescuer Naia Rae Fox said while in the water she sang to 
him to ease his soul to another world. Amid the waves one rescuer 
cried, but Fox told him, “You and I’ve got work to do here.”

Finally a rescue helicopter picked them out of the sea one by 
one.

Bobbing in the waves of Kehena Bay south of Hilo, Naia Rae 
Fox watched a county helicopter lift the body of Burt “Manu” 
Kauhi from the water and carry him to shore.

The helicopter returned repeatedly to save the would-be rescu-
ers who spent half an hour struggling to keep Kauhi’s body from 
sinking out of sight.

The last to be carried out, Fox, 50, was finally alone in the 
water, the sole woman among the rescuers but also the strongest 
swimmer.

Fox lay back in the water, overcome with emotion, and 
screamed.

Manu Kauhi, 51, died Sunday at Kehena, notorious for danger-
ous swimming conditions.

Police have not determined the cause of death.
Kauhi was enormously loved, Fox said. A memorial gathering 

will be held from 2 to 10 p.m. tomorrow at Seaview Performing 
Arts Center for Education near Kehena.

Kauhi was the hanai, or adopted, son of Clara Kakalia, who 
died in 2004 after long being active in the Democratic Party and 
working for Hawaiian sovereignty.

Kauhi also worked for sovereignty while doing practical things 
to benefit people.

In an area remote from police, where lifestyles can include drug 
tensions, “Manu was all about peace,” Fox said.

One time he faced down men with guns, she said. Another time 
he stopped a confronta- tion between gangs armed with baseball 
bats simply by saying, “Time to go home now,” Fox said.

Chiefs urge smoke detector maintenance
The Fayetteville Observer

Fire chiefs are renewing their appeals to the public to install, 
maintain and test smoke detectors after a deadly holiday sea-
son.

There were 158 fatal fires in the nation between Thanksgiv-
ing and New Year’s Eve, according to the U.S. Fire Administra-
tion. There have been several more so far in 2009, according to the 
agency, an arm of the Department of Homeland Security.

“Not only has there been a significant number of preventable 
fires,” U.S. Fire Administrator Greg Cade said in a prepared state-
ment, “but the occurrences of multiple fatalities resulting from 
these fires are simply unacceptable within our nation. There should 
be a smoke alarm protecting every person in this nation today, par-
ticularly as we sleep.”

Fire officials recommend that residential smoke detectors be 
tested once a month and the batteries replaced annually.

Hometown Briefs
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Renewable energy study highlights jobs 
The Capital Journal

Sedgwick and Saline are among the Kansas counties that 
could potentially gain thousands of jobs from alternative 
energy business, according to a report from the Renewable 

Energy Policy Project. 
The findings were released Thursday in Wichita at a news con-

ference announcing the formation of the Kansas Blue Green Alli-
ance, a coalition of state labor, environmental and farm groups. 

The study said Kansas could create 11,500 jobs and draw $2 
billion in investment in renewable energy. Besides Sedgwick and 
Saline, other Kansas counties with large potential to profit are 
Johnson, Ellis and Wyandotte. 

“This analysis is not a prediction,” said George Sterzinger, who 
is with the Washington, D.C.-based Renewable Energy Policy 
Project and was one of the principal authors of the report. “It is re-
ally an attempt to illuminate the potential (of renewable energy).” 

The report says Sedgwick County could gain more than 1,000 
jobs and hundreds of millions of dollars in business making equip-
ment for wind turbines and other alternative energy technologies. 

It estimates that Saline County could see as many as 2,300 jobs 
and $430 million in investments, with the most potential coming 
from solar energy business and the large Exide Technologies bat-
tery plant in Salina.

German shipping traffic blocked
The Local

A week of record-breaking subzero temperatures has fro-
zen stretches of Germany’s rivers, hindering boat traffic in 
several places around the country, the shipping authorities 

reported on Friday.
The fourth low temperature record of the week was notched in 

the town of Funtensee in the Bavarian Alps at -36.6 degrees Cel-
sius (-33.8 degrees Fahrenheit) on Friday morning, as the frigid 
European cold snap made its presence visible on German water-
ways. Much of the country is suffering chilly temperatures down 
to -17 degress Celsius made worse by an icy polar windchill, me-
teorologists said. 

The Oder River along Germany’s eastern Polish border was fro-
zen for some 120 kilometres, forcing ice breakers from the state of 
Brandenburg to be deployed to free Polish and German ships.

Ice breakers were also out on the Elbe River near Hamburg 
and Geeshacht after thick ice forced authorities to halt boat traffic 
around midnight on Thursday. Meanwhile two boats on the Elbe 
near the northern city of Lübeck were reportedly stuck in ice up to 
15 centimetres thick. 

The shipping authority near Koblenz reported that large chunks 
of ice were clogging traffic on the Mosel and Main rivers too. The 
Havel River was also frozen. “From Berlin all the way to Magde-
burg nothing is moving,” authorities said.

The largest lake in the state of Hesse, the Edersee is frozen for 
the first time in three years, according to media reports.

Rescue services have also cancelled Dresden’s traditional New 
Year swim scheduled for this Sunday due to injury potential from 
ice chunks on the Elbe river.

German residents can take heart, though, with temperatures set to 
warm up to above freezing over the weekend, meteorologists said.

An opportunity to review history
The Montgomery Advertiser

Inventories can be time-con suming and dreaded, but not at 
the state Department of Archives and History, where em-
ployees view the process in a different way.

Today is the final day of a weeklong assignment to make sure 
that thousands of boxes filled with documents detailing the history 
of Alabama are in order and in the proper place.

Unlike private businesses, where taking inventory can be bor-
ing, the archives building is occupied by people who feel they are 
all a part of that history.

Archives Director Ed Bridges likens it to collectors who hate to 
part with valuable baseball cards, even when offers are almost too 
good to turn down.

“We love what we do, and once a year we make sure everything 
is where it should be,” Bridges said Thursday during a tour of the 
huge building across the street from the Capitol.”There’s some-
thing really kind of nice about what we do.”

Alabama has the nation’s oldest archives and, while the state 
hardly can be compared with the original 13 in terms of historic 
importance, what’s in it is a history buff’s candy store.

Temperatures in the new wing, which opened three years ago, 
are kept at 60 degrees with humidity at 40 percent to make sure 
documents dating back to the early 1800s are protected.

The number of collectibles at the archives is mind-boggling. In 
addition to statues, historic photographs and other items, the ar-
chives also contain about 45,000 cubic feet of boxed documents.

It would be an impossible task to inventory every piece of paper 
in each box because Bridges said that would run into “the mil-
lions.”

Instead, the inventory basically is an accounting of what’s al-
ready on the books to make sure everything is where it is supposed 
to be.

Little if any new office construction
The Dallas Morning News

From Uptown to Frisco, eye-catching office construction has 
provided visible evidence of North Texas’ booming commer-
cial property market. 

But after several years of widespread activity, developers and 
analysts expect few if any office building starts in the Dallas area 
in 2009. 

“I think that scenario is 95 percent likely,” said Granite Proper-
ties chief operating officer Greg Fuller, who’s building a 19-story 
office tower near Woodall Rodgers Freeway. “If developers can’t 
get capital and vacancies are growing, it doesn’t make sense to 
build anything.” 

The credit crunch has slammed the lid on lending for most new 
real estate projects. And the recession is likely to result in reduced 
office leasing as many companies hold the line on growth, consoli-
date or even shut down. 

“When you are contracting jobs, there is not a lot of need for 
more space,” said Fuller, who’s glad his Uptown building won’t be 
finished until 2010. 

He hopes the economy will be stronger by then. 
The North Texas office market already is showing signs of the 

slowdown. 
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Sports

Friday’s Answers:
The Eagles drafted OLB Matt McCoy from San 

Diego State.

‘Kevin Harvick won the Cracker Barrel Old 
Country Store 500.’

It was one of the most incredible finishes 
anyone could remember. 

How many races did Mark Martin’s winless streak go 
until winning the Coca-Cola 600 in 2002?  

A. 83 B. 50 C. 72 D. 66

- Which driver won the Daytona 500 only
 once in his Winston Cup career?

A. Darrell Waltrip B. Michael Waltrip 
C Bill Elliott D. Dave Marcis

Stimulant exemptions in baseball on the rise
Associated Press
NEW YORK – Baseball authorized nearly 
8 percent of its players to use drugs for 
ADHD last season, which allowed them to 
take otherwise banned stimulants. A total 
of 106 exemptions for banned drugs were 
given to major leaguers claiming attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder from the end 
of the 2007 season until the end of the 2008 
season, according to a report released Fri-
day by the sport’s independent drug-testing 
administrator.

That’s up from 103 therapeutic use ex-
emptions (TUEs) for ADHD in 2007, ac-
cording to figures cited by baseball offi-
cials before a congressional committee last 
year.

“This is incredible. This is quite spec-
tacular. There seems to be an epidemic of 
ADD in major league baseball,” said Dr. 
Gary Wadler, chairman of the committee 
that determines the banned-substances list 
for the World Anti-Doping Agency.

He recommended an independent panel 
be established — WADA recommends at 

least three doctors — to review TUE re-
quests in what he termed “a sport that grew 
up on greenies.”

“I’ve been in private practice for a lot 
of years. I can count on one hand the num-
ber of individuals that have ADD,” he said. 
“To say that (7.86 percent) of major league 
baseball players have attention deficit dis-
order is crying out of an explanation. It is 
to me as an internist so off the map of my 
own experience.”

Rob Manfred, baseball’s executive vice 
president of labor relations, said it would 
be a mistake to compare ADHD in baseball 
with statistics for the general population.’

“We are all male. We are far younger 
than the general population, and we have 
far better access to medical care than the 
general population,” Manfred said.

The National Institute of Mental Health 
estimates 3 percent to 5 percent of children 
have ADHD, according to its Web site.

There were 1,348 players subject to test-
ing last season, according to a baseball of-
ficial who spoke on condition of anonym-

ity because the figure was not in the report. 
That was down slightly from 1,354 the pre-
vious year.

There were a total of 19 positives from 
3,486 tests, according to the report.

There were 14 positives for banned 
stimulants — all first-time offenders, who 
are not subject to suspension. Five players 
were suspended for performance-enhanc-
ing drugs.

Pitchers J.C. Romero and Sergio Mitre 
were penalized this week after testing posi-
tive for androstenedione, which came from 
contaminated supplements they purchased 
over-the-counter. Last season, San Fran-
cisco catcher Eliezer Alfonso, Colorado 
catcher Humberto Cota and Florida pitcher 
Henry Owens also were penalized.

The drugs that tripped them up were 
Nandrolone, Stanozolol and testosterone, 
although it wasn’t announced which player 
tested positive for what drug.

“Pretty low numbers,” union head Don-
ald Fehr said of the five major league sus-
pensions.


